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with Bridgestone Firestone in Baton 

Rouge, La. Her activities include 

serving on the Center for Retailing 

Excellence Advisory Board and the 

Deanôs Student Advisory Board. She 
also serves as a Walton College Am-

bassador and a University of Arkansas 

Career Center Ambassador. Boyd is 

the president of her sorority, Delta 

Sigma Theta, and the co-president of 

Greek Life Facilitators. She is also the 

recipient of the Silas Hunt Scholar-

ship. 

Royster received her doctorate of 

education in adult education from the 

University of Arkansas in 1993. That 

same year she was appointed as the 

director of the University of Arkansas 

Career Development Center and asso-

ciate professor in the College of Edu-

cation and Health Professions. 

Throughout her working career, 

Royster educated students, took part in 

job development and employer rela-

tions, and researched the impact of 

diversity training on corporate, civic 

and public sector organizations. The 

scholarship  

was begun in her honor at the time of 

her death in 2001. In 2002, the Nola 

Holt Royster Suite was dedicated at 

Whitnee Boyd, a senior in the Sam 

M. Walton College of Business at 

the University of Arkansas, has 

received the Nola Holt Royster 

Scholarship worth $1,000. Boyd is 

the daughter of the Rev. and Mrs. 

Charles Boyd of Pine Bluff, Ark. 

Boyd was nominated for the 

Royster Scholarship by two of her 
teachers, Heather Folley and Aaron 

Windeler. ñIt is a real honor to be 

selected for this scholarship,ò Boyd 

said. ñHaving this support takes 

away some of the stress of having 

to work. I was also inspired to 

learn more about Nola Holt 

Royster.ò  

Boyd, a marketing major and man-

agement minor, previously held a 

sales and management internship 

the University of Arkansas Career Devel-

opment Center to commemorate her 

contributions. 
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Walton College Student Awarded Royster Scholarship 

Walton College Student Receives McGowan Fellowship   

Joy Ibanga , a senior in the Sam 

M. Walton College of Business, 

University of Arkansas, has re-

ceived a scholarship grant worth 

$18,000 from the William G. 

McGowan Charitable Fund Inc. 

of Washington, D.C. 

Ibanga, an accounting and finance 

major and economics minor, has 

studied economics in the Walton 

College Brazil Study Abroad Pro-

gram where she enjoyed learning 

about the diverse culture. She has 

previously held internships with Wal-

Mart Stores Inc., Bristol-Myers 

Squibb and the U.S. Department of 

Treasury. Ibanga is the daughter of 
Eka and Hudson Ibanga of Austin, 

Texas. 

William G. McGowan was the foun-

der of MCI Communications Corp. in 

1968. Over the next 24 years, 

McGowan led MCI - and the entire 

telecommunications industry - in the 

application of new technologies and 

the creation of innovative services. 

 

McGowan also introduced competi-

tion into what had previously been a 

closed monopolistic industry. He 

recognized in education a unique 

means for instilling and fulfilling 
vision. He also believed in finding 

ways to access the untapped treasures 

housed in the minds and spirits of the 

young and putting to good use that 

human resource. 

 

The McGowan Charitable Fund estab-

lished the McGowan Scholars to pro-

vide selected colleges and universities 

with scholarships to help students who 
wish to pursue a business education. 

The program is based on the experience 

of McGowan during his college days. 

Though admitted to Harvard Business 

School to study for an MBA degree, he 

did not have sufficient funds to com-

plete his studies. He won Harvard's 

Baker Scholars award, which provided 

the funds necessary for him to earn his 

degree and launch a successful business 

career. 

 

The McGowan Scholars program rec-

ognizes the academic achievements and 

excellence of students pursuing a major 
offered by an accredited business 

school. It is designed to encourage 

leadership ability, interpersonal skills 

and a significant involvement in aca-

demic, campus and community activi-

ties. It also recognizes excellence of 

character, a spirit of innovation and 

entrepreneurial potential. 
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Academic Accolades 

 

Spring 2008 Chancellorõs & Deans List 

 

Uzma Ahmad 

Dikemba Balogu 

Andreas Chen 

Matthew Chesnut 

Susan Gonzalez 

Amanda Jones 

Yerium Kim 

Brent Norniella 

Bryce Norniella 

Jared Pearman 

Adam Sparkman 

Nicholas Spinazze 

Blake Strode 

Lucas Vinze 

Stephanie Wirges 

Marsha James 

Mitchell Munoz 

Todd Penner 

Todd Penner 

Fredrick Washington 

Jordan Williamson 

Jordan Williamson 

Yangyi Woo 

Lana Hong** 

Ari Masli**  

Thomas Vo** 

Kamaldeep Singh** 

 

Fall 2008 Chancellorõs & Deans List 

 

Blake Strode 

Uzman Ahmad 

Jisoo Bae 

Yerium Kim 

Bhavin Patel 

Brent Norniella 

Bryce Norniella 

Jared Pearman 

Paul Buckley 

Andreas Chen 

Stephanie Nguyen 

Roberto Noensie 

Mitchell Munoz 

Benjamin Watson 

Marisela Yanez 

Mitchell McCuistian 

Inieke-Joy Ibanga 

Lana Hong 

Stacy Tan 

Erica Chesnut 

Fredrick Washington 

Alexandar Chavoya 

Todd Penner 

  

 
 

*4.0 GPA / **Top 10 percent of class ac-

cording to GPA. Students must have taken at 

least 12 hours during the fall  semester to be 

eligible for inclusion on either list. 
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Congratulations to the Graduatesé..You DID IT!!!! 

University of Arkansas administrators and staff 

recently welcomed the new recipients of the Silas 

Hunt Scholarship to campus. The Silas Hunt Schol-

arship Program is a four-year academic scholarship 

that includes a comprehensive academic support 

program involving monthly meetings, peer mentor-

ing and social resources for the scholarship recipi-

ents.  

 

By providing activities focused on the development 

of the whole student, the Silas Hunt Scholarship 

Program engages students in opportunities that will 

develop them socially and academically, ultimately 

resulting in a strong, positive experience while on 

campus. In this third year of the program there are 

118 first-year recipients, nearly double the number 

from the previous entering class. There are 263 

Silas Hunt Scholars on campus this academic year. 

Silas Hunt Scholars have come from Oklahoma, 

Texas, Missouri, Kansas and across the nation, as 

well as from the vast majority of the counties in 

Arkansas. Along with that geographic diversity, 

they are diverse racially and ethnically. 

 

"Your impact has been felt in numerous areas 

around campus. Hunt Scholars have served as resi-

dent assistants for university housing, orientation 

leaders for new freshmen and student ambassadors 

for prospective students," said Cedric Kenner, di-

rector of the university's Multicultural Center. 

"Hunt Scholars have been selected to study abroad 

to Mexico, Spain, Australia, South Africa, among 

other places. Hunt Scholars have been selected as 

recipients of numerous additional academic scholar-

ships, including Alumni Scholarships and the MLK 

Scholarships. Indeed, the Hunt Scholars have made 

a great impact on the University of Arkansas." 

Their ACT scores and grade point averages are well 

above the campus average. They have a variety of 

academic interests, spanning 48 different majors, 

representing all six colleges and schools at the 

university. They represent various cultural back-

grounds and experiences, with a significant number 

of them being first-generation college students. For 

their underrepresented academic and extracurricular 

backgrounds, the Hunt Scholars receive scholar-

ships ranging from $5,000 to $8,000 per academic 

year, renewable annually with certain criteria being 

met.  

Sergio Antognelli 
Autumn Brown 
Omar Brown 
Morgan Mansur 
Alice McMillan 
Isela Mecado-Ulloa 
William Ogg 
Robert Redwine 
Brenden Sherrer 
Raphael Smith 
Morgan Stellpflug 
Denzel Turntine 
QuintôNesha Williams 
Sharnelle Allen 
Dikemba Balogu 
Camron Browning 
Blair Cocanower 
Inieke-Joy Ibanga 
Viet Hung Le 
Yasmine Omari 

Sasha Ray 
Jarred Sneed 
Nicholas Stephens 
Kyle Wagner 
Brittney Bizzell 
Thanh Huynh 
Sam Khamooshi 
Bhavin Patel 
Stanley Spates 

Fredric Washington 
Jisoo Bae 
Alexander Chavoya 
Theodore Christensen 
Carlo Dominguez 
Susan Gonzalez 
Ashlyn Gourd 
Marc Hosken 
Scott Howell 
Monica Milone 
Brent Norniella 
Bryce Norniella 
Gregory Sanders 
Bjorn Simmons 
Nicholas Spinazze 
Danny Tran 

Silas Hunt Scholarship Recipientséé Living the Legacyéé. 

Fall 2007 
Matthew Breeden 

Pierre Brown 
Marina Calico 
Derek Davis 
Eveling Delvasto 
Karen Do 
Christopher Easter 
Johnathan Edwards 
Haylee Frix 

Yorlanda Hawkins 
Dwayne Ifill 

Long Lor 
Marcus Monk 
Rebekah Mendoza 
Brittney Ramirez 

Joshua Rupe 
Paul Waddell 
 

Spring 2008 
Elyria Kemp 
Katherine Kim 
Andrew Mackey 
Adolfo Aguirre 

Nubia Aguirre 
Anne Carvalho 
Abdikadir Dubed 
Chanta Givens 
Nathan Hadley 
Phonephraseuth Inthavong 
Connie Jiang 
Maria Jimenez 

Justin Johnson 
Amanda Jones 

Pei Liu 
Rassia Medlock 
Ankit Modi 
Tim Nguyen 

Yen Nguyen 
Avkash Patel 
Sean Penix 
Corey Redden 
Tamara Reed 
Sandra Rubio 
Vanessa Serrano 
Tina Sexton 

Daisy Soriano 
Thomas Vo 
Duyen Vu 
Tonya Weinda 
Brittany Wilks 
Jordan Williamson 
Marisela Yanez 
 

 
 

Summer 2008 
LaToya Green 
Dinesh Hegde 
Tai-Rica Henderson 
David Mathai 

Sreedhar Parvathaneni 
Balasubramonian Prasanna 
Viswanath Thelapurath 
Yan Callahan 
Obinna Emeasoba 
Anthony Laye 
Jessica Lewis 
Charlie Nakic 

Jennifer Nguyen 
Tony Nguyen 

Congratulations to the following recipients: 
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 Kira Bunch received an award for Service for her work as a Chair of the General Mills Juvenile Diabetes Campaign and for her work 
as    a volunteer ESL tutor She also is involved in the  reading buddies tutor program in NW Arkansas.  Ebony Oliver received one of 
the awards for Performance for her job working on the Wal-Mart team for General Mills.  In that role, she was able to help develop & 
implement national store level reporting tools and help ensure retail execution against the Wal-Mart VPI (value producing items) initia-
tives. Out of  the five annual awards presented, the girls from Fort Smith, Arkansas took home two of them! Kira recently received a 

promotion and is in the process of relocating to Minneapolis. Ebony is now in Charlotte, NC.  Anything worth having is worth working 
for.   It's a true testament to the fact that you can do anything you put your mind to! 

Alumni Aid 

Lef t  to  Righ t:  Ebony Ol i ver  and  K ira Bunch  

Alumni strikes againéé.. 

In celebration of the beginning of a new academic year, the 

Office of Diversity Programs, Diversity Program Corporate 

Advisory Board and the National Association of Black Ac-

countants help welcome all new and returning students back to 

the University of Arkansas.  The staff invited all students to join 

the Walton College Welcome Back Block Party for hot 

dogs, pizza, frozen custard, cookies and soft drinks on August 

27, 2008 from 11:00a.m. to 12:00p.m. in Shollmier Plaza.  The 

event was free of charge and was full of fun in the sun. In addi-

tion to free food and fun, the staff members were able to distrib-

ute welcome back give away items distributed by the Diversity 

Programs Corporate Board. This was also away to introduce 

students to various companies that help sponsor events, scholar-

ships, and programs through our office.  Items included pencils, 

pens, cups, stress balls, wristbands, chewing gum, Wal-mart 

bags, and many more wonderful gifts. With the help of sponsor-

ships, we were able to cater  over 2,000 students. 
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Uzma Ahmad 

Dikemba Balogu 

Andreas Chen 

Matthew Chesnut 

Susan Gonzalez 

Amanda Jones 

Yerium Kim 

Brent Norniella 

Bryce Norniella 

Jared Pearman 

Joy Ibanga 

Adam Sparkman 

Nicholas Spinazze 

Blake Strode 

Lucas Vinze 

Stephanie Wirges 

Lana Hong 

Ari Masli 

Thomas Vo 

Kamaldeep Singh 
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Blake Strode 

Uzma Ahmad 

Jisoo Bae 

Yerium Kim 

Bhavin Patel 

 Brent Norniella 

Bryce Norniella 

Jared Pearman 

Joy Ibanga 

Lana Hong 

Stacy TonErica Totten 

Matthew Chesnut 


